John Wilcox Is Turning 60.

By Ganges Gertie and Freddy Fulford.

Our own Johnny Canuck, alias John Wilcox is about to turn 60 on Friday, Nov. 9th.  He sure doesn’t look it.  It must be the great organic food he eats and the outdoor exercise he gets on his farm, Duck Creek Farm.  But where does that man get his energy.  He is like the Energizer Bunny; he just keeps on ticking.  

He sits on more committees and attends more meetings than anyone I know?  The rest of the organic growers on Salt Spring are very happy to let John cover those issues.  They hate meetings.  

Here are some little known facts about John.

· In 1961, John was in the first group of Canadian volunteers to go overseas as the Peace Corps.  He spent a year in India helping to improve agricultural methods.  During his stay, he actually got to have tea with President Nehru and Ghandi

· His next jobs then included timber cruising, lighthouse keeping and bee keeping.  

· He spent 15 years in the Coast Guard at Ganges.

· In 1989, he drove across Canada in a 1941 Chevy pickup, decorated in the Canada Flag colours, with the license place NO DEAL, marshalling opposition to the proposed Free Trade agreement.  His record:  4 major truck breakdowns, 30 exposures on the media in the first month, 50 stops but the Free Trade Agreement was pushed through.  He came back wired, but exhausted.  He lost the war.  But John’s concern for the future of all Canadians, including his fear about loss of social programs, voiced over 10 years ago, are still on record for future Canadians to judge.  Who was more correct about the future, Prime Minister Brian Mulroney or John Wilcox.  I think most of us would agree with John. This cross Canada trip required a 5 month leave of absence from the Coast Guard and $12,000 in fundraising.  .

· At one point during the trip, he was rebuked as a “fearmonger” by Simon Reisman, the main Canadian negotiator.

· In 1989, Brian Mulroney hosted a gathering in Victoria to promote the Free Trade Agreement.  John was a very vocal heckler.  So Brian Mulroney promised him (and two other hecklers) a personal debate upstairs if they would cease heckling until he finished talking.  They agreed.  The debated did happen, but it was short.  Mulroney took a chance, but very slyly he (and the media) used this as a photo opportunity.  Plus, it was very difficult for the hecklers to get into too much supporting evidence in such a short debate.  But John was there debating the Prime Minister.

· John runs Duck Creek Farm, with his wife Lynda, and children Samantha, 14 and Emma, 11.  This 14-acre biodynamically certified organic farm grows garlic, potatoes, apples, carrots, basil and squash.  It is situated on part of the old Mouat farm, which was established in 1890

What can you call a person who takes 5 months off work to protest Free Trade by driving a 1941 Chev truck across Canada?  What do you call a man who is so concerned about the future of all Canadians?  Answer:  Johnny Canuck.

John is a purist.  He has the tenacity of a wolverine, the persistence of a beaver, the energy of a workhorse and the stubbornness of a donkey.  You could call him focused.  You could call him crazy.  You could call him narrow.  You might not always agree with him, but never stand in his way.  

When Dave Beck, our somewhat tardy south-end appliance repairman, turned 60, he partied for 60 consecutive hours at the Beaver Point Hall.  This has inspired John Wilcox, who has vowed to keep silent for 60 consecutive hours on the subject of agricultural land reform, the plight of farmers, the Free Trade Agreement, the Land Use Bylaw and especially the Islands Trust.  

Good luck John, we’ve got our stop watches out.  Here’s a toast to your health.

